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nation of logical thinkers, the French made an extraor-
dinary /('' i ri'!> when they elected the Goddess of Reason
to divine, honour^ Lut, indeed, perhaps they did it
because they are a logical nation , for logic gives us the
very formula of reason and that which is logically proved
is not nece^arjy right We need no longer wonder
that two men equally upnght, equally virtuous, selected
out oi anj company, will hold opposite views on almost
any question , and each will support his \iews by logical
argument So we are at the mercy of th'e doctrinaire m
religion, the demagogue in politics, and, dare we say,
of the dreamer in science* and we think to save our
souls by being in the front rank of opinion in one or the
other But not if we have grown up cognisant of the
beauty and wonder of the act of reasoning, and also,
of the limitations which attend it

We must be able to answer the arguments in the air,
not so much by counter reasons as by exposing the
fallacies in such arguments and proving on our own part
the opposite position For example, ' that ver3T lov-
able, very exasperating but essentially real, though often
wrong-headed enthusiast," Karl Marx, dominates the
socialistic thought of to-day Point by point, for good
or for evil, the Marxian Manifesto of 1848 is coming into
force " For the most advanced countries," we are told,
*' the following measures might come into very general
application "

(i) " Expropriation of landed property and applica-
tion of rent to State Expenditure " We have not space
to examine the Marxian proposition in detail but let us
consider a single fallacy It is assumed that the rent of
landed property is for the sole use, enrichment and
enjoyment of the owner Now the schedule of the
Duke of Bedford, for example, published recently, shows
that the income derived from park property is inadequate
to its upkeep and to the taxes imposed upon the owner.